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r\R.  T.  Z.  KOO,  whose  home  is  in 
Peipin]g,  China,  has  been  for 
several  years  closely  identified  with 
the  Christian  Student  Movement,  not 
only  in  China,  but  throughout  the 
^ world.  He  is  everywhere  prized  for 
his  lucid  and  penetrating  Christian 
thinking,  whether  it  be  in  addressing 
the  Opium  Conference  of  the  League 
of  Nations  or  in  the  intimate  con- 
ferences of  groups  of  students  both 
in  the  East  and  in  the  West. 

Dr.  Koo’s  testimonial  to  the  Bible, 
printed  herewith,  is  the  body  of  an 
address  which  he  delivered  in  New 
York  City  on  the  evening  of  January 
2,  1934,  at  a dinner  given  by  the 
American  Bible  Society  in  commem- 
oration of  one  hundred  years  of  serv- 
ice by  the  Society  in  China. 


What  the  Bible  Brings 
to  a 

Chinese  Christian 

- -W- 

T WOULD  like  to  bring  you  some  account  of 
the  contribution  that  the  Christian  religion 
has  brought  into  Chinese  life,  as  seen  through 
the  eyes  of  a Chinese  Christian.  I suppose,  es- 
pecially as  you  attend  missionary  conferences 
here  and  there,  you  have  been  told  of  the  excel- 
lent work  that  the  Christian  religion  has  done 
in  China  through  its  colleges.  You  have  heard 
of  the  good  work  done  through  the  mission 
hospitals,  through  the  churches,  and  through 
the  other  Christian  benevolent  institutions  of 
one  kind  or  another.  Therefore,  I am  not  going 
to  repeat  the  good  things  that  the  Christian 
religion  has  already  brought  to  China  through 
those  agencies.  It  is  rather  my  wish  to  try  and 
share  with  you  some  of  my  own  more  personal 
readings  of  the  meaning  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion and  its  contribution  to  Chinese  life  at  the 
present  moment. 

The  first  great  contribution  of  the  Christian 
religion  to  my  country  at  the  present  time  will 
be  appreciated,  if  I were  to  give  you  first  of  all 
a little  touch  of  the  background  of  our  culture 
for  many  hundreds  of  years.  Chinese  culture 
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you  have  heard  described  as  being  predomi- 
nantly humanistic. 

Now,  just  what  do  people  mean  when  they 
describe  our  culture  as  being  humanistic?  Very 
briefly  put,  if  you  go  back  to  the  books  of 
Confucius  and  to  the  teachings  of  his  particular 
school  of  thought,  you  come  across  something 
like  this:  Confucius  did  not  deny  that,  in  this 
universe,  there  is  spirit  or  God,  as  we  would  say. 
But  he  did  say  that  such  a spirit  is  so  far  away 
from  us,  why  waste  time  speculating  about  the 
nature  of  the  spirit?  You  will  never  know 
very  much  about  him.  Therefore,  the  more 
reasonable  thing  to  do  is  to  take  your  time  and 
learn  how  to  live  rightly  with  your  fellowmen. 
If  you  do  that,  you  have  done  your  duty.  And, 
in  another  part  of  his  book,  he  says  something 
like  this:  Yes;  these  gods  are  there;  honor 
them,  but  keep  away  from  them. 

Teachings  like  this  have  left  an  indelible 
effect  upon  the  development  of  Chinese  culture 
throughout  these  twenty  or  more  centuries 
since  his  time.  In  other  words,  the  effect  of 
such  teaching  was  gradually  to  cause  the  con- 
sciousness, the  quest  of  the  Chinese  people  for 
God,  gradually  to  taper  off,  until,  when  you 
come  down  to  the  present  time,  we  find  it 
rather  difficult  to  find  the  words  in  our  lan- 
guage to  describe  the  attributes  of  God. 

In  other  words,  our  culture  has  developed, 
not  on  the  plane  of  life  of  man  with  God,  but 
on  the  plane  of  life  of  man  with  man.  That 
is  why  people  say  Chinese  culture  Is  humanistic 
in  its  main  trends. 
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Well,  the  trouble  with  that  plane  of  life  is 
this,  that,  when  you  make  a people  live  on  their 
own  level  as  man  to  man,  you  have  taken  away 
from  the  people  the  power  ever  to  rise  above 
that  level.  You  have  condemned  the  people 
gradually  to  losing  vision  in  life,  to  losing  crea- 
tive capacity  in  life.  It  may  take  centuries 
to  find  it  out;  but  any  people  that  leave  God 
out  of  their  life  will  find  it  out  sooner  or  later. 

Now,  it  is  into  such  a situation  that  you 
bring  God  in  Christ;  and,  as  the  knowledge 
bursts  over  some  of  us  for  the  first  time,  we 
realize  here  is  God,  who  is  not  distant,  but  who 
can  come  so  closely  to  us  in  Christ  that  we  per- 
haps can  say,  with  some  of  the  sages  and  pro- 
phets of  old,  that  we  can  walk  with  him.  Here 
we  have  God  with  whose  spirit  our  spirit  can 
come  into  fellowship  and  communion.  God 
who  was  distant  has  come  near;  God,  whom  we 
were  told  was  the  unknowable,  has  become 
known  to  us  in  Christ.  And  when  you  call  a 
people  who  has  swung  away  to  the  humanistic 
trend,  once  more  to  come  into  contact  with  the 
living  spirit  of  the  Lord  of  the  universe,  you 
have  given  something  back  to  that  people  that 
is  bound  to  revolutionize  life  in  that  part  of  the 
world. 

That  is  the  first  great  contribution  that 
your  missionaries  and  other  agencies  have 
brought  into  life  in  China. 

The  second  great  contribution  I would  like 
to  mention  for  you,  as  I see  it  myself,  is  that 
Chinese  life  is  one  that  is  lived  on  a very  high 
ethical  plane.  You  see,  we  were  taught  to  live 
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rightly  man  with  man;  and  because  we  are 
taught  to  live  rightly  man  with  man,  our  cul- 
ture has  not  produced  much  that  could  be  de- 
scribed as  theology,  that  is,  the  science  of  God. 
But  our  culture  has  produced  some  very  fine 
things  in  the  way  of  ethics;  and,  I think,  the 
Chinese  people  as  a whole  owes  to  this  fact  its 
continuity.  Our  people  have  lived  through 
many  invasions;  we  have  weathered  many  po- 
litical storms;  we  have  maintained  our  integrity 
as  a living  people  down  to  the  present  day. 
Why?  Not  because  we  had  armies;  not  because 
we  had  great  power  in  absorbing  other  people; 
but  because  essentially  the  whole  background 
of  Chinese  life  is  based  on  ethical  conceptions. 

But,  unfortunately,  living  by  ethical  codes, 
high  as  it  is,  has  its  penalty  also.  It  is  a life 
that  can  get  very,  very  dry.  When  you  live 
merely  by  the  ethical  code,  you  either  become 
cynical  or  you  become  a hypocrite.  That  is 
what  happened  to  the  Pharisees,  you  know. 
They  tried  to  live  by  rules  and  regulations,  and 
you  know  how  Christ  described  them.  Now, 
people  whose  life  is  pitched  on  that  plane  alone 
sooner  or  later  find  themselves  in  that  condi- 
tion. When  Christianity  comes  Into  this  pic- 
ture of  ethical  rules  and  regulations,  something 
new  comes  in.  Perhaps,  my  easiest  way  to 
give  you  the  contrast  is  to  give  you  a little 
illustration.  Our  Eastern  minds  prefer  to 
think  concretely,  — in  pictures  rather  than  in 
abstract  words.  You  can  think  of  a little  boy 
going  to  school.  When  a boy  gets  into  school, 
he  has  to  know  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
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the  school,  so  that  he  can  pass  through  without 
infringing  on  too  many  of  them.  Suppose, 
while  he  was  learning  these  rules  and  regula- 
tions, at  the  same  time  this  schoolboy  comes 
unconsciously  under  the  personal  influence  of 
one  of  the  great  masters  on  the  staff  of  that 
school.  It  is  still  the  same  boy,  the  same  school; 
but  it  is  no  longer  the  same  life,  so  far  as  that 
boy  is  concerned.  In  that  life  you  still  have 
the  rules  and  regulations;  but  there  also  has 
come  into  that  life  a personal  Influence.  The 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  school  are  dry 
bones;  they  have  no  transforming  power  in  the 
life  of  that  boy;  but  the  influence  of  that  great 
personality  on  the  staff  of  the  school,  once  it 
touches  that  boy’s  life,  unconsciously  begins  to 
work  changes. 

What  Christianity  has  brought  to  China  in 
the  person  and  spirit  of  Christ  perhaps  you  can 
think  of  as  the  personal  influence  of  this  man 
in  the  life  of  that  boy.  We  still  have  to  know 
our  rules  and  regulations  as  far  as  ethics  are 
concerned;  although  I am  a Christian  these 
many  years,  yet  the  whole  background  of  ethics 
still  is  there.  But,  on  top  of  that,  now  I am 
not  merely  adhering  to  a code;  I have  sur- 
rendered to  a personality.  I have  given  myself 
not  only  to  something  that^s  dead,  but  to  some- 
thing that  is  living  today. 

The  third  point  I want  to  put  before  you,  is 
the  fact  that,  in  the  social  background  of  China, 
for  instance,  we  as  individuals  in  China  receive 
very  little  consideration  in  the  old  social  sys- 
tem, because  we  are  mere  units  of  a family 
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clan,  sometimes  composed  of  many,  many  peo- 
ple. Our  interests  as  individuals  are  not  im- 
portant. We  must  all  serve  the  interests  of  the 
clan.  That  is  why  sometimes  you  hear  people 
say  life  is  cheap  in  the  East.  Not  that  we  think 
of  taking  life.  Killing  a man  is  repugnant  to 
us;  life  is  not  cheap  in  that  sense;  but  it  is 
cheap  in  the  sense  that  your  individual  life 
counts  for  very  little,  except  as  a part  of  a 
larger  clan.  Of  course,  in  that  kind  of  atmos- 
phere we  grow  up;  and  we  do  not  have  a ver)' 
high,  exalted  idea  of  our  own  worth  and  value 
as  an  individual. 

That  is  a little  bit  of  the  background  again. 
Now  think  of  the  Christian  message  coming 
into  that  background.  You  begin  to  see  an- 
other very  great  contribution,  because  here 
comes  Christ  to  give  us  the  wonderful  news  you 
describe  as  the  glad  tidings.  In  what  way  is  it 
glad  tidings  to  us?  Well,  in  the  way  that  he 
comes  and  tells  us  how  we,  insignificant  cogs 
in  this  family  system  in  China,  are  also  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  — precious  in  the  sight  of  God, 
our  Father.  God,  — our  Father?  We,  — pre- 
cious in  his  sight?  What  an  idea!  What  ti- 
dings! Indeed,  when  we  realize  the  full  sig- 
nificance of  this  "good  news,”  something  comes 
into  our  life  whicfi  has  almost  an  explosive 
force. 

You  have  heard  people  criticize  the  mission- 
aries; especially  some  of  your  business  men 
say  the  missionaries  that  you  send  out  to  my 
country  are  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  revolutions 
and  troubles  of  China.  Well,  the  business  men, 
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of  course,  mean  that  as  an  unfavorable  criti- 
cism, to  discredit  missions.  Yet,  I wonder  if 
they  realize  that  there  is  a kernel  of  truth  in 
what  they  say.  When  you  bring  to  China  this 
message  of  Christ  as  our  elder  brother  standing 
before  God,  and  that  we  are  as  precious  to  God 
as  Christ  is  precious  to  him,  you  have  implanted 
in  the  heart  of  some  of  us  a new  sense  of  dig- 
nity as  individuals,  and  a fresh  longing  to  do 
something  with  ourselves.  That  is  what  I 
meant  when  I said  that  it  puts  something  into 
our  life  that  has  explosive  force.  I think  it  is 
not  mere  accident,  that  so  many  new  currents 
of  life  in  the  far  East  today  can  be  traced  di- 
rectly to  men  and  women  who  have  come  to 
know  Christ,  — men  and  women  whose  idea  of 
their  own  manhood  has  received  a fresh  vision 
of  its  possibilities  as  we  see  it  in  Christ  himself. 

My  last  point,  when  I think  of  the  contri- 
butions of  the  Christian  church,  is  the  fact  that, 
in  the  Christian  religion  seen  from  the  Chinese 
angle,  you  see  a distinct  challenge  and  call  to 
rise  from  our  present  plane  of  life  to  a higher 
plane  of  life.  What  do  I mean  by  that?  Again 
let  me  give  you  in  a word  or  two  a little  bit 
of  our  social  background,  which  will  explain 
the  point  I have  in  mind. 

When  you  think  of  life  in  my  country  at 
the  present  time,  how  is  it  expressed?  Take  the 
social  and  ethical  systems  of  China.  What  is 
the  prevailing  tone  of  the  ethical  life  in  China 
today?  Well,  I think  one  sentence  uttered  by 
Confucius  many,  many  years  ago  expresses  it 
very  well;  and  that  sentence  is  this  {speaking 
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in  Chinese)  : Return  with  justice  those  who  hate 
you.  In  other  words,  meet  your  enemy,  or  deal 
with  your  enemy,  justly.  Otherwise,  how  are 
you  going  to  deal  with  the  friends?  It  is  a per- 
fectly logical,  reasonable  attitude  of  mind,  and 
I think  you  will  see  in  it  the  old  order  described 
by  Jesus  — an  eye  for  an  eye,  a tooth  for  a 
tooth.  Meet  your  enemy  with  justice. 

Now,  in  that  background  again  Christ 
comes  with  a message,  — if  you  love  only  those 
who  love  you,  what,  after  all,  is  that?  You  have 
to  love  your  enemy,  — even  your  enemy!  It 
Isn’t  enough  that  we  meet  an  enemy  with  jus- 
tice, we  must  meet  our  enemy  with  love.  What 
does  that  mean?  — Meet  our  enemy  with  love. 
Don’t  you  see  what  I mean  when  I say  that? 

If  we  face  these  things  honestly  and  squarely,  ‘ 
don’t  we  feel  in  our  heart  that  we  are  being 
pulled  and  pulled  and  pulled,  to  rise  from  the 
mere  plane  of  an  eye  for  an  eye,  a tooth  for  a 
tooth;  from  the  mere  idea  of  dealing  justly  with 
each  other,  to  the  plane  of  dealing  also  lovingly 
with  each  other  — even  with  our  enemies?  And 
what  a tremendous  Implication  is  in  that  chal- 
lenge I have  had  reason  to  know  these  last  few 
months.  I live  in  the  city  of  Peiping,  which 
was  the  objective  of  the  Japanese  armies  invad- 
ing North  China  last  year.  Now,  there  Is  the 
enemy  right  at  my  doors.  The  call  of  the  na- 
tion is,  "Kill  them  — hate  them,  — because  I 
they  are  your  enemies.”  The  call  of  Christ,  in 
those  days,  was,  "Love  your  enemy!”  There  is 
nothing  theoretical  about  the  situation.  The  I 
enemy  is  right  at  my  doors  to  be  loved;  and 
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here  is  the  Master’s  command,  "Love  your 
enemy!”  How  are  you  going  to  bring  the  two 
together? 

And  yet,  that  is  just  what  Christianity  bids 
us  to  do:  to  rise  from  this  plane  of  mere  justice, 
and  move  a step  ahead  and  deal  with  each  other 
also  in  love.  Tremendous  are  the  implications 
of  that  for  us  in  our  modern  life  today. 

Now,  the  glory  of  the  Bible  to  me  is,  that  it 
contains  the  record  of  a life  which  has  enabled 
me  to  see  the  things  which  I have  been  saying 
to  you  this  last  hour.  I know  people  hold  many 
theories  about  the  Bible,  its  origin,  its  inspira- 
tion, verbal  and  otherwise,  and  so  on.  But 
all  these  questions  pale  into  insignificance  when 
one  realizes  the  preeminent  wonder  that  here, 
in  the  Bible,  is  recorded  the  revelation  of  God 
himself.  This  Biblical  scholar  is  interested  as 
to  how  this  record  has  come  about,  and  rightly 
so.  But,  to  the  man  struggling  with  life,  the 
fact  that  the  record  is  there  is  enough.  If  you 
go  through  our  Chinese  literature  for  the  last 
two  thousand  years,  you  will  find  in  it  here  and 
there  intimations  of  God,  vague  descriptions  of 
God,  yearnings  after  God.  We  can  almost  par- 
allel some  of  our  literature  with  the  Old  Testa- 
ment literature,  included  in  the  Bible,  until  the 
time  of  Christ.  We  have  nothing  to  parallel 
the  Gospels  after  that.  In  the  Bible  we  have  a 
revelation  of  God  himself;  and  because  the 
Bible  is  the  record  of  that  revelation  of  God  in 
Christ,  it  can  never  be  replaced  by  any  other 
book. 

And  so  today,  when  I travel,  no  matter 


where  I go,  I always  have  two  very  intimate 
companions  with  me.  One  is  a little  pocket 
Testament,  so  worn  now  that  it  is  falling  to 
pieces."'  While  I do  not  know  very  much 
about  the  work  of  the  Society  from  first-hand, 
yet,  as  far  as  the  value  of  the  Bible  to  myself 
is  concerned,  I can  speak  from  personal  knowl- 
edge indeed. 

I hope,  through  these  few  words,  you  have 
caught  something  of  the  enthralling  attraction 
which  Christ  and  God  in  him  have  for  some  of 
us  who  see  him  for  the  first  time.  In  Christ, 
we  see  a bit  of  the  glory  of  God  himself,  which 
we  only  find  vaguely  intimated  in  some  of  our 
own  literature.  In  that  sense  the  words  of 
Christ,  "I  come  not  to  destroy,  but  to  fulfill,” 
is  so  true  of  what  is  happening  in  China.  He 
hasn’t  destroyed  any  of  the  values  that  we  have 
known  in  the  past;  but  he  has  lifted  them  up, 
sanctified  them,  and  made  them  mean  more  to 
us  than  before  we  knew  him. 


* At  the  conclusion  of  this  address,  it  was  stated  that 
the  second  "intimate  companion”  of  the  speaker  was  his 
bamboo  flute,  and  upon  request  Dr.  Koo  played  several 
Chinese  folk  songs,  to  the  great  delight  of  the  listeners. 
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